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now began to poor in from other places,
giving testimony of the thorough appreciation both
in America and abroad in which Professor Mifcchel's
efforts were held. In 1846 he was offered the Ram-
ford professorship at Harvard University. In 1851
he was appointed Professor of Astronomy at the
University of Albany, Professor Agassiz being ap-
pointed to the chair of zoology at the same time.
These appointments were not accepted, bat Professor
Mitchel consented to furnish plans for the Dudley
Observatory at Albany, which was then in embryo.
His plans were adopted, and this was the beginning
of an interest in the enterprise which lasted as long
as he lived. In 1850 he was elected a member of
the Royal Astronomical Society of England. The
degree of Master of Arts at Harvard, and an election
to the American Philosophical Society at Philadel-
phia, and other honorary matters, soon followed.

With these honors came also a more substantial
blessing. In 1852 the enterprise that had long
engaged the attention of the citizens of Cincinnati
and St. Louis, the Ohio and Mississippi Railroad, took
shape, and Professor Mitchel, who had been its sur-
veyor, was offered the position of Consulting En-
gineer. The title was to fix his connection with the
enterprise, the practical work upon which he was his
